
 

Private Property Access Guide 
 

Find Property that you would like to hunt 

Option 1 

Many state wildlife agencies have programs that connect hunters and landowners (check 
your state wildlife agency website for more information) In Idaho the program is called 
Access Yes. I have attached links to Idaho’s program and some of the other states so you 
can see how they work. 

Here are a few states and links to their pages that connect hunters with private 
landowners. I just want you to see that they can look different, but they all have the same 
goal in mind. These programs are here to help you gain access to private property. 
Getting access to private land is a privilege that should be respected and not expected.  

○ Idaho  https://idfg.idaho.gov/yes  
○ Montana http://fwp.mt.gov/hunting/hunterAccess/privateLand/ 
○ Utah https://wildlife.utah.gov/hunting/walk-in-access.html 
○ Oregon 

https://myodfw.com/articles/hunting-private-lands-access-habitat-
program 

○ Washington https://privatelands.wdfw.wa.gov/private_lands/ 

https://idfg.idaho.gov/yes
http://fwp.mt.gov/hunting/hunterAccess/privateLand/
https://wildlife.utah.gov/hunting/walk-in-access.html
https://myodfw.com/articles/hunting-private-lands-access-habitat-program
https://myodfw.com/articles/hunting-private-lands-access-habitat-program
https://privatelands.wdfw.wa.gov/private_lands/


 

○ Colorado 
https://cpw.state.co.us/thingstodo/Pages/WalkInAccessProgram.as
px 

○ Wyoming https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Public-Access/Walk-In-Hunting 

https://wgfd.wyo.gov/public-access/hunter-landowner-assistance 

 

Option 2 

You should explore the area you would like to hunt by driving around and looking for 
animals. When you locate a piece of property you would like to hunt you should do some 
research and find out who owns the property.  

Use an application on your smartphone like OnXmaps or Huntwise and you could 
potentially get the details about who owns the property. Sometimes it even contains their 
contact information. 

Another choice way to find out who owns the property is to ask around. I know talking to 
new people can be scary, but if you don’t ask you probably won’t gain access to any 
private property. 

Once you get a name, you need to find the person and intentionally get to know them. 
See if you share common acquaintances that may be able to introduce you. Do the 
landowner and you share a common interest?  

Maybe your kids are in the same sport together and you could strike up a conversation at 
the ball game. Try getting to know them and create a friendship first. If they like you there 
is a better chance they will trust you to respect their property. 

https://cpw.state.co.us/thingstodo/Pages/WalkInAccessProgram.aspx
https://cpw.state.co.us/thingstodo/Pages/WalkInAccessProgram.aspx
https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Public-Access/Walk-In-Hunting
https://wgfd.wyo.gov/public-access/hunter-landowner-assistance
https://www.onxmaps.com/
https://huntwise.com/


 

 

Asking Permission 

Approaching landowners 

Eye to eye contact is always best, a phone call is your last choice for 
the first time you request access 

Asking prior to hunting season starting is best, but at a minimum ask 
prior to the day you plan to hunt. When you make a request and 
require an answer at that moment, the landowner may feel 
pressured which can cause stress. It should be a very casual 
conversation amongst friends at this point.   

Do Not wear your hunting clothes. Camo clothing especially says I’m 
here to hunt now and will apply pressure to the conversation. When 
I’m pressured to give an answer, it is usually always no. 

Ask if they would like to be contacted each time you intend to hunt. 
Would they prefer a text message or a phone call? 

Ask if other people have permission to hunt the property, so you are 
prepared in case you meet up with other hunters. 

Ask if there are there any responsibilities that need taken care of on 
the property that you could do to repay their generosity. Goodwill 
with the landowner can go a long way. I have spent a couple of days 
helping put up hay in their barn because I just wanted to help a 
friend and say thank you.  



 

 

 

Written Permission 

Always get written permission. You should have two separate forms. 
One for the landowner to keep with your information and signature. 
One for you to keep with the landowner’s information and signature.  

I suggest you make 2 copies of your permission form with the 
landowner’s signature. One copy stays in the window of your vehicle 
when parked on or near their property, and one is in your hunting 
license with you. 

You can download a copy of the one I use at 
https://greenhornhunting.com/courtesycard 

Encountering other hunters 

When you encounter another hunter on private property, you never 
know how the conversation can go. That is why I keep a copy of the 
permission form in my hunting license. 

Always be courteous if you encounter other hunters on the property 
they could be family or close friends of the owner 

Use the copy of written permission in your pocket to prove you have 
access if necessary.  

Ask them which way they plan to hunt and you should go the 
opposite. It’s better to courteous than confrontational. 

You may want to let the landowner know you met another hunter on 
their property, especially if you feel that the other person was 
trespassing. 

https://greenhornhunting.com/courtesycard


 

Respecting their property and wishes 

Hunting on private property is a privilege and not a right, always 
remember you are a guest and treat it the way you would like a guest 
to treat your property. 

Sharing your success 

Ask the landowner if you could share your animal with them. A 
simple bag of jerky or a couple of steaks could go a long way in 
strengthening future opportunities with the landowner. 

 

These tactics will help you gain access if you just take the steps. I find that many 
people are willing to allow you to hunt, but you need to ask.  

Get out there and meet some new people or maybe restore relationships with 
some old acquaintances. When you invest some time and energy into finding a 
private property to hunt, you could be securing your own little hunting paradise.  

 

 
 


